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SUBJECT: BRAZILIAN NUCLEAR DEBATE: US SENATORS AND PRAVDA 
WEIGHT IN 

1 . SUMMARY. STATEMENTS IN OPPOSITION TO THE BRAZIL-GERMAN 
NUCLEAR AGREEMENT BY SENATORS CRANSTON AND GOLDWATER, AND BY 
PRAVDA, DREW EXTENSIVE ATTENTION IN THE JANUARY 7 BRAZILIAN 
PRESS. SENATOR CRANSTON REPORTEDLY CLAIMED THAT CHANCELLOR 
SCHMIDT IS LOOKING FOR A WAY TO CANCEL THE BRAZIL-GERMAN 
AGREEMENT'S REPROCESSING PLANT. IN OUR JUDGEMENT, SENATOR 
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GOLDWATER'S REPORTED RATIONALE THAT BRAZILIAN AND MEXICAN 
POPULATION GROWTH ARE PART OF A WORLD SCENE THAT JUSTIFIES 
US DEFENSE EFFORTS WILL AFFRONT MANY BRAZILIANS. SOME MAY 
CONCLUDE THE SENATOR FEARS AN INTERACTION OF OVERPOPULATION 
AND A BRAZILIAN NUCLEAR CAPABILITY. END SUMMARY. 

2. THE JAN. 7 EDITION OF BRASILIA'S CORREIO BRASILIENSE, A 
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CONSERVATIVE, SOMETIMES SENSATIONALIST DAILY WITH WIDE CIR 
CULATION IN THE CAPITAL AND IN MILITARY CIRCLES 
HERE, LED WITH THE HEADLINE, "RUSSIAN-AMERICAN ALLIANCE 
AGAINST THE NUCLEAR AGREEMENT." RIO'S PRESTIGIOUS JORNAL 
DO BRASIL GAVE SIMILAR TREATMENT. 

3. PRAVDA, ACCORDING TO JORNAL DO BRASIL AND OTHER PAPERS, 
REITERATED THE THEME THAT THE BRAZIL-GERMAN AGREEMENT WILL 
MAKE IT POSSIBLE FOR BRAZIL TO BUILD NUCLEAR ARMS. JORNAL 

DO BRASIL’S MOSCOW CORRESPONDENT, DEV MURARKA, INTERPRETED 
THE ATTACK AS A TOUGHENING OF THE USSR'S POSITION, AND AS 
EVIDENCE OF ITS LACK OF FAITH IN SAFEGUARDS. MURARKA 
JUDGED THAT MOSCOW'S DESIRE TO PLEASE THE NEW US ADMINIS- 
TRATION HAD MOTIVATED ITS CHANGE OF POSITION. HE PRESSED 
THE LINE THAT THE RICH AND POWERFUL PRESUME THE POOR 
AND WEAK ARE IRRESPONSIBLE. MURARKA NOTED THAT THE ATTACK 
FOLLOWED THE USSR'S ANNOUNCED DECISIONS TO FURNISH REACTORS 
TO CUBA AND POLAND. 

4. CRANTSTON'S REMARKS IN THE SENATE WERE DESCRIBED IN 
THE BRAZILIAN PRESS AS A DEFENSE OF THE PRESIDENT-ELECT S 
POLICY TO DETER THE ARMS RACE. SENATOR CRANSTON 
REPORTEDLY SAW ENCOURAGING SIGNED IN RECENT WEEKS THAT THE 
WORLD IS TAKING THE PROLIFERATION PROBLEM MORE SERIOUSLY. 

SOON AFTER THE PRESIDENT-ELECT'S "FIRM STATEMENTS". THE 
RUSSIANS, FRENCH, GERMANS, AND CANADIANS ANNOUNCED A NEW 
POLICY WHICH OFFERS "THE FIRST REAL HOPE OF EFFECTIVE 
CONTROL OF NUCLEAR PROLIFERATION". CRANSTON REPORTEDLY 
CLAIMED THAT CHANCELLOR SCHMIDT IS LOOKING FOR A GRACEFUL 
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WAY TO CANCEL WEST GERMANY’S EXPORT TO BRAZIL OF A RE- 
PROCESSING PLANT. 

5. SENATOR GOLDWATER REPORTEDLY WARNED THAT RAPID BRA 
ZILIAN AND MEXICAN POPULATION GROWTH WERE PART OF THE 
PHENOMENON OF GLOBAL TRANSFORMATIONS THAT DEMANDS AN 
ADEQUATE US MILITARY CAPABILITY. IN THE SAME SPEECH, 

HE ALSO CITED NUCLEAR PROLIFERATION AS ONE OF THE 
DANGERS THAT CONTRIBUTES TO WORLD TENSIONS. 

6. COMMENT. SENATOR GOLDWATER'S COMMENTS AS REPORTED HERE 
WILL AFFRONT MANY INTELLIGENT BRAZILIANS. AND CAN GENERATE 
NEAR-PARANOIC REACTIONS BY SUSPICIOUS NATIONALISTS OF THE RIGHT 
AND LEFT. SOME BRAZILIANS MIGHT EVEN RUSH TO CONCLUDE 

THAT THE SENATOR FEARS THE WORST KIND OF OUTCOME FROM 
THE INTERACTION OF OVERPOPULATION AND A BRAZILIAN 
NUCLEAR CAPABILITY. AS CORREIO'S HEADLINE INDICATES, 

MANY BRAZILIANS PROBABLY SUSPECT THAT THE US IS NOW (EVEN 
IF NOT EARLIER) CLOSELY COORDINATING NONPROLIFERATION POLICY 
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WITH THE OTHER SUPERPOWER. 
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